138 


NA TURE 


\June 8 , 1876 


NOTES 

The first of the series of the free science lectures in connec¬ 
tion with the Loan Collection of Scientific Instruments was given 
on Saturday evening at eight o’clock. The notice issued was 
but short, yet the room was not only as full as it could be, but 
the crowd was such that if space for 1,000 had been provided, 
all the places would have been occupied. The lecturer, as we 
announced, was Prof. Roscoe, and his subject was “Dalton’s 
Instruments, and what he did with them.” The following 
gentlemen have already volunteered to give their valuable assist¬ 
ance for future lectures, which will take place on Monday, 
Tuesday, and Saturday evenings at 8 o’clock :—Prof. F. A. 
Abel, F. R.S., President of the Chemical Society, Capt. Abney, 
R.E., F.R.S., Prof. Roscoe, F.R.S,, Dr. Warren De la Rue, 
F.R.S., Prof. G. Carey Foster, F.R.S., President of the Physical 
Society, Dr. J. H. Gladstone, F.R.S., Prof. Guthrie, F.R.S., 
Mr. J. Baillie Hamilton, Mr. Norman Lockyer, F.R.S,, Rev. 

R. Main, M.A., F.R.S., the Right Hon. Lord Rayleigh, 
F.R.S., Dr. W. J. Russell, F.R.S., Mr. W. Spottiswoode, M.A., 
F.R.S., Dr. W. H. Stone, Rev. S. J. Perry, F.R.S., the Right 
Hon. Lyon Playfair, M.P., F.R.S., the Right Hon. the Earl of 
Rosse, F.R.S., Mr. C. V. Walker, F.R.S., Mr. W. C. Roberts, 
F.R.S., Mr. W. H. Preece. The next lecture will be given on 
Saturday evening by Prof. Guthrie, On Cold ; on Monday the 
Rev, S. J. Perry will lecture On the Transit of Venus Instru¬ 
ments. It is proposed to give the following demonstrations on 
Saturday, Monday, and Tuesday next:—XI A.M., Marine 
Engines in Motion ; I r.30, Fog Horns, Electric Light, Spectrum 
of Electric Light; 12.45 r.M., Time Gun ; 1.30, Radiometers ; 
2 to 5, Pictet’s Ice-making Machine ; 2.30, Orreries ; 3, Sir J. 
Whitworth’s Millionth Measuring Machine and True Planes 
(Monday only); 3.30, Electric Light, Musical Instruments 
[Monday only), Ancient Musical Instruments (Tuesday only) • 
4.30, tire Times Type-Composing Machine ; 7.30, Telegraphic 
Apparatus (Monday and Tuesday only) ; 8, Sir J. Whitworth’s 
Machines (Monday only) ; 8 to 9, Little Basses’ Lighthouse • 

S, Lecture in Conference Room (Saturday and Monday). In 
the list of papers read on Tuesday week we omitted to mention 
those of Dr. C. B. Fox, “ On the Employment of Aspirators 
in Atmospheric Ozonometry,” and Mr. J. Allan Broun “ On 
Barometric Variations and their Causes.” On Thursday, besides 
the papers already mentioned, Dr. Rae made a communication 
on Arctic Maps. On Friday Mr. W. S. Mitchell read a paper 
on the MS. tables and maps of William Smith. On Whit 
Monday 11,964 people visited the Collection; on Tuesday the 
number was 5,656. 

Ax the meeting of the American Academy of Science, on 
March 8, the president, Hon. Charles Francis Adams, presented 
the Rumford medals (in gold and silver) to Dr. JohnW. Draper, 
for his researches in radiant energy. In presenting the medals, the 
president alluded, among other matters, to Dr. Draper’s discovery, 
in >840, of the peculiar phenomena commonly known as Moser’s 
images, to his method of measuring the intensity of the chemi¬ 
cal action of light, afterwards perfected and employed by 
Bunsen and Roscoe in their investigations, and especially to 
his elaborate investigation, published in 1847, in which Dr. 
Draper established experimentally several important facts in 
spectrum analysis. 

Cn Thursday, June 1, M. Dumas, the eminent chemist, 
delivered his inaugural address, as the new member of the 
Acsdemie Franpaise. M. Dumas read in a clear and im¬ 
pressive tone. His task was to deliver an eloge on M. 
Guizot, whose career touched science at very few points. 
M. Dumas accomplished his duty with perfect tact, and used 
language which his hero would have wholly approved. 


At a meeting recently held in Sydney it was resolved to obtain 
subscriptions to enable Signor D’Albertis to carry out a scheme for 
the exploration of New Guinea. This well-known naturalist and 
explorer proposes to ascend the Fly river to the centre of the 
island, where very probably the river has its sources, and to find 
his way back by land to Yule Island or Port Moresby. The 
journey altogether will probably last from eight to twelve months, 
and he would require a steam-launch, 35 or 40 feet long, with 
furnaces for burning wood, besides a small contingent of men. 
He will obtain all possible information as to the geography, fauna, 
flora, and mineralogy of the district traversed. Signor D’Albertis 
offers himself to subscribe at least 200/. to the expedition. The 
New South Wales Government, we are glad to see, has put the 
steam-launch Neva at Signor D’Albertis’ disposal, and we have 
no doubt that by this time the very moderate sum required has 
been subscribed. 

Sir Joseph Whitworth was on Thursday last presented 
with the freedom of the Turners’ Company. 

At the last meeting of the Lisbon Commercial Association it 
was proposed to ask the Government to send an expedition to 
carry out Lieut. Cameron’s projects, starting from Angola. 
The suggestion was made that scientific men should accompany 
the expedition. 

The President and Council of the Geological Society hold a 
reception on Saturday evening at the Society’s rooms, Burlington 
House. 

Among the passengers in the mail steamer Artuasus, which 
sailed from Leith on the 2nd inst. for Iceland, are Prof. Jonstrup, 
M. Fieldberg, surveyor, and M. Gronlund, botanist. On arriving 
at Iceland these gentlemen are to be joined by Lieut. Njdal, of 
the Danish gunboat on the station, and an expedition is to be 
formed to proceed to the scene of the recent volcanic eruption. 

On Saturday afternoon the annual meeting of the Board of 
Visitors of the Royal Observatory, Greenwich, was held, at which 
the report of the Astronomer Royal, Sir G. B. Airy, was read. 

Regular courses of lectures have been established at the 
Naval Observatory, Montsouris, for the officers of the French 
national navy attached to the establishment. The general 
principles of Astronomical Observations are lectured upon by 
M. Loewy; Special Naval Methods, by Capt. Turquet, the 
Director of the establishment; Terrestrial Magnetism, by M. 
Marie Davy, Director of the Montsouris Observatory; Spec¬ 
troscopy, by M. Cornu; Photography in its Application to 
Astronomy, by M. Angot, of the National Observatory of Paris. 
All the observations made by the pupils are submitted to cor¬ 
rection, and will be utilised as far as possible for the improve¬ 
ment of Connaissance des Temps. 

The Municipal Council of Paris voted some time since money 
for organising a number of meteorological observatories, to be 
modelled after the Montsouris pattern, and to be located in 
the several districts of Paris. The Prefect of the Seine has 
appointed a Commission, to organise these observatories on the 
top of several public buildings, divided as far as possible from 
among the several districts. 

A testimonial was recently presented at Wisbech to Mr. 
S. H. Miller, F.R.A.S., F.M.S. The testimonial, subscribed 
for by a large number of gentlemen in the district, is of the value 
of about 100/,, and the inscription on the plate states that it 
is “ presented as some acknowledgment of the value of the 
services he has rendered to the interests of education, science, 
and agriculture, ” 
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The French Senate and the French Chamber of Deputies, are 
both of them busy with educational matters. The Government has 
proposed to the Senate to restore the National Institute of 
Agriculture, which had been established at Versailles by the 
second Republic but was abolished by the Empire. The 
Chamber of Deputies has voted, after a very interesting 
address delivered by M. Waddington, the Minister for Public 
Instruction, the first reading of a Bill restoring to the Govern¬ 
ment the right of appointing examiners for granting honours to 
the pupils of the so-called Free Universities. 

The volume of the Zoological Record for 1874 has just reached 
us. Under the editorship of Mr. E. C. Eye, Librarian to the 
Royal Geographical Society, Mr. E. R. Alston has undertaken 
the Mammals, Mr. R. B. Sharpe and Dr. Murie the Birds, Mr. 
O’Shaughnessy the Reptiles and Fish, Prof. E. von Martens the 
Molluscs and Crustacea, Rev. O. P. Cambridge the Arachnida, 
Mr, Rye the Myriapoda and Insects, whilst Dr. C. F. Liitken 
has taken the lower Invertebrata. Mr. Rye acknowledges a 
grant of 100/. from the British Association and 50/. from the 
Zoological Society towards the expenses of the Record. 

The Watford Natural History Society now numbers 170 
members of all classes. 

The conductors of the' Botanical Locality Record Club have 
shown themselves amenable to criticism, and have rendered their 
proceedings much less obnoxious to the objection at one time raised 
against them, that they were doing their best to promote the ex¬ 
tirpation of rare plants. Their Annual Report for 1875, just 
issued, is a valuable publication. It is divided into five parts. 
In the first division they give new “ County Records ” of various 
species and sub-species, very few special localities being given ; 
ir. the second, a “General Locality List,” including all observa¬ 
tions of interest made during the year; in the third, a list of 
“Extinctions, Reappearances, and Confirmatory Records ;” in 
the fourth, a list of “ Aliens, Casuals, and Escapes ; ” in the fifth, 
“County Catalogues of Plants;” those in the present month 
being Merioneth and Montgomery and Stirling. In the case of 
three counties, North Lincoln, Stirling, and Roxburgh, there is 
in the present Report an addition of upwards of fifty species of 
flowering plants and Vascular Cryptogams to those previously 
recorded. The divisions of counties are those adopted by Mr. 
H. C. Watson. There ought soon to be but little addition pos¬ 
sible to our knowledge of the distribution of British plants. 

During the coming summer (July and August) opportunity 
will be given at Cincinnatti Observatory, University of Cincin¬ 
nati, for the study of Higher Analysis, Spherical and Practical 
Astronomy, and Celestial Mechanics. These advantages are in¬ 
tended, primarily, for teachers who may desire to spend their 
vacation in the pursuit of studies connected with their own work. 
Special attention will be paid to the art of computing, in order 
to give an insight into the practical application of mathematics 
to astronomy. Opportunity will also be afforded to learn the 
use of instruments. The Americans certainly seem to be ahead of 
us in the opportunities they devise for varied practical scientific 
work. 

Messrs. Jarrold and Sons will shortly publish “Rambles 
of a Naturalist in Egypt and other Countries,” by Mr. J. H, 
Gurney, jun. 

On the 29th and 30th inst. an interesting trial of the sagacity, 
activity, and docility of Collie dogs will take place at the 
Alexandra Palace. The dogs will be tried successively in the 
management of one hundred Welsh wethers. 

To those of our readers who are fond of either the rod or the 
gun, and who intend to spend their holidays in Scotland, we 


strongly recommend Mr. Watson Lyall’s “ Sportsman’s and 
Tourist’s and General Guide to the Rivers, Lochs, Moors, and 
Deer Forests of Scotland.” It contains a vast amount of in- 
formation, including frequent details as to the natural features 
and objects of antiquarian interest in the various districts. Those 
who cannot take a holiday will be quite refreshed by an occa¬ 
sional dip into it at the season when “ everybody ” is supposed 
to be out of town. A special large-scale extremely well-constructed 
map of Scotland accompanies the “Guide,” as also a map of 
England. 

Bentley and Trimen’s “Medicinal Plants” has now ad¬ 
vanced as far as the seventh part. Each part contains seven or 
eight coloured plates, with full descriptions of plants which are 
officinal in the pharmacopoeias of England and the United 
States. The quality of both letter-press and figures is well 
maintained ; and when complete the work will be an absolutely 
indispensable one to the pharmacologist. 

“ The Work and Problems of the Victoria Cave Exploration ” 
is the title of an interesting paper read recently by Mr. R. PI. 
Tiddeman before the Geological and Polytechnic Society of the 
West Riding of Yorkshire. It is printed by McCorquodale and 
Co., Leeds. 

A work entitled the “ Anatomia dell’ Ape,” by Clerici, has 
been recently published at Milan under the auspices and special 
supervision of the Central Italian Bee-keepers’ Association. 
This highly interesting publication consists of a series of thirty 
beautiful chromo-lithographic plates, 8 inches wide by 12 inches 
high, artistically produced, with admirable frontispiece for bind¬ 
ing. We understand that the execution of this anatomical work 
his occupied considerable time, and that prizes have been 
awarded to it at the Vienna Exhibition and elsewhere. In con¬ 
nection with this we may note the receipt of a useful little 
“Manual of the Apiary,” by Mr. A. J. Cook, of the Michigan 
State Agricultural College, 

WE are glad to see from the 62nd Annual Report of the Royal 
Geological Society of Cornwall that that Society continues to be 
prosperous and useful. 

The Twenty-Second Annual Report of the Brighton and 
Sussex Natural History Society, which is in a prosperous condi¬ 
tion, contains the following among other papers “ On Recent 
Excavations at Cissbury,” by Mr. Ernest Willett; “ On Wing¬ 
less Birds,” by Mr. T. W. Wonfor ; “ What is a Brachiopod?” 
by Mr. T. Davidson, F. R.S.; and on “The Birds and Mammals 
of Sussex,” by Mr. F. E. Sawyer. 

An English translation has been published of Lieut. Wey- 
precht’s admirable address given at Graz last September, on the 
“Fundamental Principles of Arctic Exploration,” of which we 
gave an abstract at the time. We believe it may be obtained in 
London from Triibner and Co. 

The additions to the Zoological Society’s Gardens during the 
past week include an Ocelot (Felts pardalis) from Para, presented 
by Mr. W. A. Sumner ; a Vulpine Phalanger (Phalangista vul- 
pina) from Australia, presented by Mr. C. H. A. Forbes; four 
Fawn-coloured Field Mice (Mus cevvicolor) from India, pre¬ 
sented by Col. C. F. Sturt; a Blue Jay [Cyanocitia cristate.) from 
North America, a Chinese Jay Thrush ( Garrulax chinensis) from 
China, presented by Mr. E. Hawkins ; two Barnard’s Parrakee ts 
(Platycercus barnardb) from Australia, deposited; a White- 
throated Capuchin (Cebus hypoleucus) from South America, a 
White-bellied Sea Eagle (IPaltaglus leucogaster) from Australia, 
a Derbian Screamer ( Chauna derbiana), two Green-billed Curas- 
sows (Crax viridirostris), a Red-billed Tree Duck ( Dsndrocygna. 
autumnalis ) from Cartagena, purchased; a Bonnet Monkey 
(Macacus radiaius), born in the Gardens. 
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